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habbat Shalom: Please describe your
personal journey as a Muslim, existentially and intellectually/spiritually,
in regards to your confrontation with
Christians.
Dr. Khaleel Mohammed: It would be diﬃcult
to find a time in my life when there was not a significant Christian presence. I grew up in South
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America, and my earliest memories are of my
kindergarten teacher—Sister Rose—who was
entrusted by my parents with my care. She would
often take me to her home, and as such was an
early positive inﬂuence. The elementary school
that I attended was a Christian one. Although,
institutionally, the populace was basically forced
to go to church sponsored schools, this particular school did not overtly try to convert me. My
main problem started in high school, with books
of history written by authors who were seeking
to present their triumphalist view of Christianity. When I came to Canada, where missionary
work was more aggressive, I started to really be
bothered by certain issues. Yet, in the midst of all
of this, I had many Christian friends who were
just good people, showing their good by example
rather than through attempts at proselytization.
Intellectually, I find the theological arguments of
Christianity to be problematic, with the trinity
being an obvious example. In ethics, however, I
find much in Christianity that should be emulated.
Shabbat Shalom: In a time of increasing distrust and enmity among Christians, Jews, and
Muslims, in what ways do you build bridges
between these monotheistic religions?
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Mohammed: I have been involved in interfaith
Mohammed: I think Muslims in general have
dialogue groups, and my own teaching of religion
a great misconception of Christian and Jewish
at the universities is my way of building bridges.
theology. Muslims for the most part see Islam as
I show the commonalities, note the issues that
having supplanted Christianity and Judaism—
foment discord in all the religions, and then foalthough I argue that the Quran does not make
cus on that which is good. As a
this argument. Independently, I
I
am
more
interested
in
Muslim, I often critique Islamic
see that the Quran tells me that
each nation was sent a messenresponses, because I am offended
the goodness of people
when Muslims try to whitewash
rather than their theology, ger, and that I should not differentiate amongst the prophets.
certain crises and problems in
For me, then, Judaism is as valid as is Christiancontemporary Islam to let Jews and Christians
ity. Most Muslims take certain Qur’anic verses
feel that everything is fine and that only a few
without knowing their context and seek to apterrorists are messing things up.
ply them in blanket terms—saying, for example,
that Jews worship Ezra as the son of God, or that
Shabbat Shalom: Is it possible to commuChristians all worship three gods.
nicate with each other and even speak about
spiritual or theological truth?
Shabbat Shalom: Do you see a diﬀerence
between the Islamic understanding of its relaMohammed: I do not think we can speak to
tion with the Abrahamic traditions (Jews and
each other about theological truth; the fact that
Christians) and of its relation with other relithere are three separate religions tells us that
gious traditions such as Buddhism?
each one of us probably has a different take on
theological truth. From my own
Muslims in general have
Mohammed: Yes. For most
perspective, I’m not too cona
great
misconception
Muslims, the term “people of the
cerned about it. If a Christian is a
book” is used to refer to Jews and
good person, and does that which of Christian and Jewish
Christians, and not to Buddhists
is good to others, then surely God theology.
and Hindus. So there is a big difought to deal with him or her on
ference. However, since the Qu’ran feels that
the level of good. It is possible that my perception
every nation has a messenger, a minority holds
of what is theological “truth” may be different;
the view that every religious tradition is as valid
but since I feel that I am more interested in the
a claimant to being “people of the book” as are
goodness of people rather than their theology, I
Jews, Christians, and Muslims
am not interested in their presentations except as
they help me understand what motivates them.
Shabbat Shalom: Generally the encounter
involves a dual experience—Jews/Christians,
Shabbat Shalom: What is in your view the
Jews/Muslims, or even Muslims/Christians.
Islamic theology of Christianity or even of
We have rarely engaged in an encounter that
Judaism? In other words, how do Muslims see
involves the three monotheistic faiths. Do you
their theological relationship with Christians
think that this confrontation could be possible
and with Jews?
and even fruitful?
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Mohammed:: Yes, I think it would be fruitful
as long as there is absolute honesty.

Shabbat Shalom: What would be your advice
or recommendations to follow for the success
of that kind of enterprise?

Shabbat Shalom: Many Christians and Jews
and Muslims think that, considering the painful
Mohammed: I would recommend nothing but
history, this encounter should limit itself within
that the participants be truly qualified in their
the social arena, and they are reluctant to enfield. I am not interested in listening to a lay Musgage in discussion of theological
lim explain Islam any more
Christians
and
Jews
could
subjects. Do you think that there
than I am interested in hearlearn from Muslims how to
is still a place for the discussion of
ing a lay Christian present his
theological subjects?
put God before everything, or her religion. This leads to
apologetics and the obfuscahow to not succumb to
Mohammed: I don’t see a probtion of problematic issues.
materialism
at
the
expense
lem with discussing theology as

of spirituality.
long as it is simply an explanation
Shabbat Shalom: What are
of what is perceived by that relithe prospects of a Jewishgion as truth. If it comes to proving, then since I
Christian-Muslim successful encounter now
don’t think this is possible, I would see it as counafter September 11?
terproductive. I go to interfaith dialogues to learn
about the other, not to convert to it, or to convert
Mohammed: It is as possible now as it has alsomeone to my religion.
ways been. September 11 should not be a watershed event in terms of these encounters. It only
Shabbat Shalom: What are the theological
underlines the need for interaction and dialogue.
subjects that would be worth considering for
that discussion?
Mohammed: The qualities of God, that which
separates humans and God, the role of Jesus.
Shabbat Shalom: In your opinion, what could
Jews and Christians learn from Muslims, and
what could Muslims learn from Christians and
Jews?
Mohammed: Muslims could learn from Jews
and Christians how to harmonize modernity
and religion, how to not have a hierarchy based
on race and language. Christians and Jews could
learn from Muslims how to put God before everything, how to not succumb to materialism at
the expense of spirituality.

Rabbinic Wisdom:
“If you have accustomed your
tongue to speak evil of your
brother who is not of your
own nation, you will end by
speaking evil of your brother
in your own nation.”
Debarim Rabbah, 6,9.
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